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criticism of the opponents of the measure, arrested widespread at-
tention, and the speaker emerged as a force to be reckoned with in
the political development of the country.
The proceedings came to an end with the adoption of an elabo-
rate and closely-reasoned memorial which made out a very strong
case for the Bill It was a remarkable meeting in every way, and it
had a great effect on moderate opinion throughout the country. The
Times of India in speaking of it-remarked:
The meeting was sufficiently numerous to be considered a
representative one, and at least two or three of the speakers dis-
played a knowledge of the English language, in its more subtle
aspects, which is gratifying to those of us who believe that there
is a great intellectual future before the leading Indian races.
Indeed, three of the orators on the occasion, Messrs. Telang,
Budrudin and Mehta, showed themselves to possess as great a
mastery of our somewhat difficult idioms as Cicero ever did of
the Greek, an accomplishment on which the famous Roman
orator rather prided himself.
In its report of the meeting, the same journal referred to Pheroze-
shah's able performance, and observed that "with the aid of incisive
argument, assisted by scriptural texts, which he quoted with all the
gusto of an itinerant Methodist preacher, he made out a fair case in
support of his view of the matter." It would be interesting to notice
also what a critic of a different complexion had to say about the
speech. In a series of letters to The Englishman, which attracted
considerable attention at the time, a writer, who styled himself
"Britanicus," and whose identity was no secret, at least in Calcutta,
poured out day after day and week after week the most violent and
offensive trash that ever was penned. This superior individual no-
ticed at great length the proceedings of the Bombay meeting, and
delivered himself of some elegant sentiments about the organizers of
the demonstration, forming an apt commentary on the frame of
mind of those whose cause he was championing to their obvious
satisfaction. For Pherozeshah's performance, he had the same sneer-
ing contempt as he showed for the others, though he was less
offensive in tone: